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Statement  

The Union of Hungarian Women (UHW) is a non-profit and non-governmental 

organisation, founded in 2013 by its President, Ms. Margit Batthyány-Schmidt. The mission 

of the organisation is to support rural women by enhancing the importance of their role in 

their families along with their environment. Further aims include improving their quality of 

life, supporting their physical and mental health, and helping them become successful 

entrepreneurs. The Union of Hungarian Women is convinced that the bases for a sustainable 

society are love, respect, and care for each other. 

At the time of its formation, The Union of Hungarian Women was a unique 

organisation in Hungary. Founded by 17 committed members, today it reaches nearly 5000 

people annually through its events and activities. The Union of Hungarian Women closely 

cooperates with the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture, the National Agricultural Chamber, 

and the Climate Policy Institute (part of Mathias Corvinus Collegium).  

In the past few years, the activities of The Union of Hungarian Women have expanded 

beyond Hungary. It cooperates with the European and Central Asian Office of Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Women’s Committee of Copa-

Cogeca, and has consultative status at the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It is 

also a regular participant in the events of the Commission on the Status of Women (in 2021: 

CSW65), and of Crossing Borders with the help of Ambassadors (CORD). 

Some notable activities of The Union of Hungarian Women include yearly conferences 

organised together with the Ministry of Agriculture on the value of rural women; support for 

Family-Carrier Points in three different rural location in Hungary (foundation and 

mentoring); special programs on rural women at the biennial National Agricultural Fair 

(October 2021). 
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In 2021, The Union of Hungarian Women has begun to expressly centre a concern for 

climate in its work, based on a recognition that increasing standards of living and protecting 

the climate are inextricably intertwined commitments. Crucially, The Union of Hungarian 

Women believes that rural women can and must play a prominent role in fostering 

environmentally conscious behaviour in their communities.   

The evidence suggestions that they are well positioned to drive change. A recent survey 

(Kopp 2020) revealed that 62.8% of Hungarian women are committed to protecting the 

environment, and that 65.1% of Hungarian families with children are actively making efforts 

to do so. The main mission of The Union of Hungarian Women, therefore, is to support these 

women as they seek to enhance environmental-consciousness in the daily life of their families 

and communities. 


