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Budapest, 21 October 2019 

 

The CORD project closed a positive balance 

 

The closing event for the project titled CORD - Crossing the Bridges with the help of 

Ambassadors -, supported by the Interreg V-A Slovakia-Hungary Cooperation 

Programme took place in the form of a meeting of Carpathian Basin businessmen, 

side event of the Carpathian Expo (Carpathian Basin Economic Conference and 

Exhibition). 

 

The CORD project of the Interreg V-A Slovakia-Hungary Cooperation Programme held 

its closing conference with Slovak and Hungarian participants in Budapest on 

October 21, 2019 during a Carpathian Basin business meeting taking place as side 

event of the Carpathian Expo. The closing event was organised by the HEPA 

Hungarian Export Development Agency, the consortium leader for the CORD project, 

as part of the Carpathian Basin Economic Conference and Exhibition held at the 

Millenáris building. The main organiser and host of the two-day Carpathian Expo 

Conference and Exhibition was CED Central European Economic Development 

Network Nonprofit Ltd. 

 

The CORD project under the Interreg V-A Slovakia-Hungary Cooperation Programme 

aims to strengthen cooperation between business support organisations and 

increase the internationalisation of small and medium-sized enterprises. The Slovak-

Hungarian Business Meeting, in line with the project objective, provided an 

opportunity for Hungarian and Slovak cross-border businessmen to meet with 

potential distributors, business partners, governmental and professional 

organisations and key players in the regional ecosystem. 

 

In the welcome speech of the project closing conference, Balázs Hendrich, Managing 

Director of the HEPA Hungarian Export Development Agency, praised the results of 

the CORD project and its expected positive impact on the quality and efficiency of 

business development services in the Slovak-Hungarian border region. He also 

highlighted that the cross-border business activities can further increase in the 

region through the cooperation between the business development organisations. 
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Zsolt Oltványi, Managing Director of Vita Stilo Hungary Kft. and one of the six 

Ambassadors appointed to the CORD project, a client of HEPA, shared the importance 

of market research before entering foreign markets as an important experience in 

addition to recognizing the support of organisations specialising in business 

services. The CEO of the dynamically growing company manufacturing healthy, non-

allergenic sweets pointed out that targeting of the Slovak consumers was based on 

serious market research which revealed the fact that despite the geographical 

proximity and similar historical and gastronomic traditions, significant market share 

could be achieved in Slovakia with sugar-free products, whereas in Hungary there 

was a higher demand for gluten-free products. Thus, the enterprise development 

services combined with in-depth market research can be extremely effective in 

helping a company expand abroad. 

 

The Union of Hungarian Women Association (UHW) primarily represented the 

interests of women entrepreneurs in the project. The Association appointed Erika 

Rácz, owner of Julius-Globe Kft., as a female Ambassador to promote the services of 

business development organisations and to set a good example for encouraging 

women's businesses. The UHW organised two interactive business development 

workshops as part of the project, presenting the economic challenges and solutions 

to businesswomen and introducing to the participants a personality-based 

mentoring service. With the active contribution of the Association, the visibility and 

the efficiency of the currently available state-funded business support services have 

been mapped and the direction has been set for the development of these services 

to the market needs. In addition, the Association will be publishing the project's 

online e-learning platform in the near future. 

 

The Union of Hungarian Women Association was established in 2013 to emphasise 

and harmonise the social and economic role of women while preserving the 

traditional values and creating new ones. The Association is convinced that women 

who are mentally, spiritually and physically balanced make a significant contribution 

to the healthy development of society and the economy. The focus of UHW’s 

extensive Hungarian and international activities is primarily on rural women. 

Through information, consultancy, training, the sharing of good practices, workshops 

and conferences, it seeks to strengthen the position of women, achieve equality 

opportunities for them, promote women in the workplace and in the business world 

and enhance the communication between women's communities.  
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Media contact: 

Margit Batthyány-Schmidt, President, Union of Hungarian Women Association 

mobile: 06-30-951-8100 

e-mail: info@mnunio.hu 

address: 1016 Budapest, Tigris u. 3. 

 

 

The project has been supported by the European Regional Development Fund. The 

content of this article does not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the EU. 
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