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Why the current industrial revolution is different from the previous ones?  
The so-called digital revolution is the fourth in the history of mankind. The fact that we are 

developing a tool whose booth positive and negative potential effects are very powerful and at 

the same time unpredictable is not a new phenomenon. 

 Unless, however, the degree of consciousness with which this process is observed, lived and 

treated. We could not completely control the use of atomic power. However, in the 

development of digital technologies, we may still have a chance to learn from the mistakes of 

our predecessors. We have the freedom to decide for example what to emphasize in the 

development of artificial intelligence. Is it our goal to develop artificial consciousness that 

exceeds all aspects of human consciousness? Or we opt for a tool whose main tasks are 

solving burning big problems, deepening and broadening the human well-being, increasing 

our degree of freedom? Actually, this latter position is shared by Albert-László Barabási, 

world-famous Hungarian scientist, one of the most prominent representatives of network 

scienc as well.   

 

Both uncertainty of the direction of digital evolution and its negative effects already 

experienced, not surprisingly, arouses  fear.   
Most often we hear about massive job losses, the challanges of the education coming partly 

from this, partly from the re-evaluation of necessary skills which we will need in the future. 

We are facing growing digital gap, social exclusion, daily and impracticable  

 security and safety issues, the vision of inhuman world. But who has heard about the effect of 

digital devices on the brain? Using computer and smartphone keyboards we neglect certain 

fine hand efferent motion, which are indispensable while handwriting. And this has a direct 

impact on our brain activity.Research is underway on the subject, but at the moment the effect 

is unpredictable. Neither in the focus of public discourse, that the wide spread of digital 

applications, software products, replacing for example traditional documentation formats, can 

make us vulnerable to digital tools. We might be exposed to blackout, caused by the 

increasing negative impact of climate change, the cyberwar, replacing more and more 

traditional warfare. Such an event may paralize the life of regions, countries four mounths, 

rending unusable vitally important equipments and services in healthcare, economy, financial 

transactions. 

 

 What is the recipy for living under such circumstances physically and mentally 

healthy? 
While we are worried about our and our offspring's future – for the first time in the history in 

the developed countries the standard of living of the young generation is lower than that of 

their parents –  don't miss all positive opportunities and phenomena.It is up to us to creat a 

balance, by our awareness, between living negative and positive trends: let us be well-

informed, open minded, reseponsible, active; ready to use all kind of possibilities for shaping 

and innovating our society, our local communities. As EU citizens for example we have the 

opportunity to shape the ethical aspect of the EU's AI Strategy. An online platform has been 



set up by the Artifical Intelligence Alliance of the EU, open to receive opinion of all kind of 

EU stakeholders. Call on our politicians at EU and national level: which jobs would 

disappear, what actions are planned in this regard, and in connection with educational system 

from basic level, through vocational training, adult education, up to education of 

disadvantaged people, retraining of unemployed people. What plans were made for preventing 

and stopping the exclusion of regions, social groups, hit by digital gap. In several EU-

countries – including Hungary– Industry 4.0. has started dinamically. But what about the 

outlook of the SME's in less developed EU-countries, where the lack of proper resources 

excludes long-term employment even of an IT professional. Let's take a stock of the possibile 

steps we can do as NGO member: how to be actively involved by putting right questions, 

finding answers. Don't expect from outside for help, let us be proactive in finding solutions: 

let us be open to life-long learning. This is the basis for flexibility, which provides us with the 

opportunity to survive, evolve even in crisis and unexpected situations! 

 

And last, but not least, let us enjoy all those fantastic digital achievements, wihc make our 

life easier, happier. As a woman let us be glad that some of the skills considered as tipical 

female, like cooperation, intuition are to become more valuable. Don't miss the possibility of 

online-working, online-learning, wich provide us with more flexibilty, freedom of choice. 

And with the home 3D printing, only our imagination is the one that blocks the variety of our 

customized and creative fashion articles.  

 

 

 


