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KEY MESSAGE OF THE STATEMENT: 
WFO Women Committee’s main challenge is to improve the position of women in agricultural value 
chain and in particular ensure equal treatment between women and men. 
In fact, although women are responsible for more than 50% of food production, unfortunately their 
crucial role is not fully recognized, especially in the developing countries. 
In addition, considering 
   -      that in so many developed and developing countries, women and men are not equally 
considered in terms of the economic, working and social conditions, 
   -      and that famers’ incomes are still significantly lower than the average income in most sectors 
(often as much as 50% lower), 
it is an alarming fact that more than 50% of food production, substantially, is in the hands of a gender 
which is often marginalized by the society! 
It is alarming because such women farmers, with lower incomes, lower than the world’s average 
incomes, and lower than their men colleagues, by 2050, will be responsible of about 5 billion 
mouths.        
With such starting condition, since the value of women's work is not enhanced and women's position 
in the agricultural value chain improved, the achievement of the SDG’s “zero hunger goal” will be 
completely at risk. 
Many studies have proved that when women run a farm and directly manage its returns, they invest 
more in the family and in the farm’s strengthen. This is, from our point of view, a real economic 
empowerment of women farmers that would make a great contribution to the achievement of food 
security and, as well as, to the acceleration of farm development. 
To achieve gender equality in farming, women must be granted land tenure right as well as access to 
vital production inputs, such as land, financial services, including credit, savings, insurance, access to 
markets and storage and other services and technical support as their male counterparts. Women 
are often denied access to education and agricultural extension programs. 
It is needed national and international decision makers to take into account women farmers’ needs, 
such as access to land, credit, knowledge, technical, support and market opportunities when 
drawing-up agricultural policies. 
  
ASPECTS OF THE SESSION’S THEME WILL BE COVERED BY THE STATEMENT: 
-        women farmers’ position in the agricultural value chain; 
-        equal treatment between women farmers and men farmers; 
-        gender equality in farming; 
-        women farmers’ land tenure rights; 
-        access to vital production inputs for women farmers: 
o   land; 
o   financial services, including credit, savings, insurance; 
o   access to markets and storage; 
o   other services and technical support; 
o   access to education and agricultural extension programs. 
 


